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The o©ld hecuse laceés nortiiwest, on ground which dicps
away abruptly at the rear so tnat there are three stceries
in the frent snd four at the back, the basement kitchen
being all above greund. It was built in 1820 although not
entirely iinished until 1824. The huuse was builtl of
brick euncased in wood.

Tuere is a bLig open fireplace in every room beside
tireplaces and cven 1in the ¢ld basesient kitchen.

The locks were all made by nand, right there on the
rlace, as were all the nails which are an unusuzl sharpe.
The locks with tihelir long lever handles and funny lLitile
latches attachea to a big iron box sbape case, are very
interesting. Yeter Ailasbach was the buildsr, doing every-
thing by hand, such as making the window framcs, Zluting
the columns for the porch, carving cld metel yieces as
well as maeking the doors for the first floer, the irames
ot which are of cherry and the panels c¢f birdse;e maprle.

The kitchen on the bvack hillside 1s large and very
light. The old take oven, protuding like a large tee-
hive, was used for all bakings and rcastings. There was
a huge grate with a bip crane over it.

There was no plumbing until 1888, when the Syring
Brook Water Company put their pipes down Wyoming Avenue.
The water gupply originally was from a well, with an old
wooden pump, tut dricking water came frcem two springs be-
low the house.

The stairs in the front hall are particularly inter-
esting, those of the yresent Westwcoroeland Club being a
cory. Tihe main stairway is on the left hand wall of
ballway, as vou enter door opening on porch, having two
guarter turns.

The old garden was rather iormal with a big snowball

‘Lush in the center, with &yrile growing arcund in a circle.

The ilower beds were triangular and very large, bordered
with pinks, cowslips, and znglish viclets. Ruses of many
varieties, and a periect tangle of the oid Damask rose and
Hundred leaf. There was always a bsd of heliotrope and
lemon verbena. The grape arbors, and fruit trees added

“much to .the charm of the garden paths.

‘Hor over one hundrcd years it nas steadily and becuti-
fully carried on the traditions and hoeospitsiity whiich are
incorporated in its being.

- Abraham's creek ran directly bebind the house.
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There were iive mantuls upstairs--thice of wood, two of -
gray marble. CSurly maple and cherry in library with two
0 ’ small colunmng cn esch side. The woodwork was alsce dong in
maple and cherry.

Built-in closets in all but twoe rooms, with doors
cf wood and paneiled.
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SECGEMAK SR HOUSSE
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"Bim Lawn, ¥ the cld homestead cof the Shoemaker family,
is located on the east side cf Wyoming Avenue in the upper
yart of Forty Fert, Yenna., in fcur acres of lawn, clid
fashioned garden gnd beautiiul trees, and cn the hanks of
"Abraham's Creek."

The c¢onstruction was started in 1820, and 1 have been
told, was not completed until 1824. The house is of brick
and covered with wide clapboards painted white, with green
shutters, The nameg of the arcnitect and buillder are un-
known, althcugh one of the head carpenters was a Lr.
Allabaugh, whose descendants are gstill in thes Valley.

The house was built by Elijah Shoemaker, Jr., whe was
a little baby in the ¢ld fort in Ferty rort during the mass-
acre in 1778, at wkich time his iather, 31lijah BhLcemaker, was
tomahawked by the Indians, in the Wyowing massacre.

The icuse i1s gquite a periect type ol celonial grchi-

tecture and ig famous for its Lovely doorway, dormer windows,

well planned provorticns and eagy stairs. The doors, as well
as the bannister, are of curly mapie and cherry. The ircn
deoor ‘locks, being in the box type with crooked levers as
handies, are very unusual., The cld basement kitchen with the
big Dutch oven and open grate with huge crane, have been
spots of great interest, although they are somewhat changed
now. The style of architecture insides and out has never been

changed.

Eiijah Sheemaker had a very large family, hut the oldest
son was the next occupant of the oid nome, probably moviag
there about i835. This was Charles Denison Shoemaker, a grad-
uate of Yale Coliege, who later became a jutge in the Lurerne
County Ccurt. The third magter of "Eim Lawn," the oidegst son
of Stella Mercer and Charles Denison Shcemaker, was Robert C.
Broemaker, alsc a graduate of Yale College and a rracticing

cattorney in Luzerne County, and married lrs. Helen Lea Lonsdale

of New Orleans, Louisignna. Their two daughters, Stella kercer
and Grace Lea Shoemaker, (now lirs. Charles H. liner), lived in
the 0ld home until the desath of their father in 1902. 1ln 106

~the oldest daughter, Stella liercer, was married to Willism R.

Ricketts, and after her death "ILlm Lawn® passed inte the handsg
of her husband, who is the present owner and who has resided -

‘there since 1906.



_ " Tne home was famous for its lovely hospitality and r
Q’ great friendliness extended fto everycne. The cwners and
their gracious wives made everycvne vwelccme and were cone

gtantly surrounded by their iricnds. An 1degal ncme in the
veautitul valley cif wWyowming.
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